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_ Foreword 


Greater numbers of Canadians than ever before are involved in education beyond the high school level. 
Some are training or re-training for a career, others are updating their skills and knowledge, and many are 
studying for the intrinsic satisfaction of learning. Governments, the private sector and citizens are all 
demanding more from our higher education systems and as a result there continues to be a great deal of 
discussion around post-secondary education issues. Given this increasing participation and interest, the 
Education Support Branch has for several years published of 4 Profile of Higher Education in Canada in 
order to provide a single, easily accessible source of statistical information. 


As suggested by its new title, Profile of Post-Secondary Education in Canada, this fourth edition represents 
a change in purpose and presentation. While still centred on basic statistical information about college and 
university level education in Canada, the 1994 edition also seeks to provide perspective by outlining the 
elementary, secondary and adult education context of higher education. As well, it offers international 
comparisons to illustrate Canada’s position in relation to other developed countries. 


At the same time, a new format has been adopted. This retains the graphic approach of previous editions but 
strengthens the textual material and adds tables of specific data. The intention is to maintain easy access to 
the highlights while providing greater depth of information. 


The Profile is not intended to replace the many detailed publications produced by a wide variety of 
organizations including Statistics Canada, Human Resources Development Canada, the OECD and UNESCO. 
The section on References at the end of this document should be of assistance to those seeking additional 


information. 


Introduction 


1.1 Basic Facts and Figures About Education in Canada 


In Canada, education is a major enterprise, 
directly involving nearly half the population. 
Over 6.5 million students are enrolled in full-time 
programs ranging from kindergarten to university 
graduate studies. Another 5.5 million Canadians 
are enrolled in these programs on a part-time 
basis, or participate in other organised educational 
or training activities such as classes or seminars 
offered by employers or courses taken for literacy 
purposes, recreation or personal interest. In 
addition, over 361,000 educators are employed 
full-time in 16,500 elementary and secondary 
schools, 203 colleges and 69 universities. 


Educational expenditures for 1992-93 totalled 
some $55.3 billion. The bulk of these 
expenditures occurred at the elementary-secondary 
level, accounting for $34.8 billion or 63% of the 
total. Over $5.2 billion or 9% of the total were 


spent on trade and vocational education; $4.1 
billion or 7% of expenditures on college level 
education, and $11.2 billion or 20% of 
expenditures on university education. 


Educational expenditures represented 8.1% of the 
Gross Domestic Product in 1992-93. This is the 
equivalent of an expenditure per capita of $2,017. 


Chart 1.1 Summary statistics of education in Canada, 1992-93 (estimates) 


Enrolments 


Full-Time 
Elementary-Secondary 5,295,092 


Trade and Vocational 262,891 : 


Community College 348,400 

University 568,999 
Part-Time 

Community College 209,779 

University 321,012 


* 1990-91 data ** 1991-92 data 


Full-Time Educators 
Elementary-Secondary 297712 
Community College 26,200 
University 37,356 


Education Expenditures 


Elementary-Secondary $34.8 billion 
Trade and Vocational $5.2 billion 
Community College $4.1 billion 
University $11.2 billion 
Total $55.3 billion 


Source: Statistics Canada, adapted from Advance Statistics of Education 1993-94, Cat. 81-210, various tables. 


| 2. Student Enrolments 


2.1 Enrolments from 1951 to 1993 


The number of students enrolled in elementary and 
secondary education in Canada over the last four 
decades reflects the steep population growth of the 
post-war baby boom, followed by declining birth 
rates in the 1960s. Following steady growth to a 
peak of nearly 6 million in 1970, enrolments fell 
to less than 5 million by 1985. Modest annual 
increases since then have brought enrolments to 
the 5,363,000 level in 1993, double the 2,625,000 
attending elementary and secondary schools in 
1951 


While the number of elementary/secondary 
students has doubled, the number of full-time 
post-secondary students in Canada has increased 
tenfold over the last four decades, growing from 
91,000 in 1951 to 950,000 in 1993. Enrolments 
in colleges and universities grew rapidly in the 
1960s and 1970s. 


Despite a decline in the 18 to 24 year-old 
population, post-secondary enrolments, especially 
at the university level, grew significantly through 
the 1980s. College enrolments, which levelled off 
in the late 1980s, have increased annually since 
1990 to over 365,000. Full-time university 
enrolment rose to 585,000 by 1993. 


Table 2.1 Full-time enrolment, by level, 1951 to 1993 


———————————— ————————————"——"————""——"] 


1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 1993 


Elementary-Secondary 2,624,800 4,412,800 5,867,000 5,030,241 2,207,303 5,363,245 
Post-Secondary 


College 217107 Shen) 1952778 2133104 336,480 365,065 
University 10251 141,117 322,404 426,389 292,910 585,200 
Sub-Total 91,443 194,492 496,183 699,766 890,390 950,265 
Total 2,716,243 4,607,292 6,363,183 5,730,007 6,097,753 6,313,510 


Chart 2.1 Full-time post-secondary enrolment, 1951 to 1993 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, Elementary - Secondary School Enrolment, Cat. 81-210, Tables 9 to 11; Advance | 
Statistics of Education 1993-94, Cat. 81-220, Table 2; and Historical compendium of education statistics, 


Cat. 81-568, various tables. 


2.2 College Enrolments 


Over half a million Canadians study at the college 
level. College enrolments generally follow 
population patterns across the country, with the 
highest numbers attending colleges in Ontario and 
Quebec. Students in Quebec account for 40% of 
enrolments across Canada; however, over half of 
these students are enrolled in university transfer 
programs that are mandatory for those who wish 
to pursue university studies. 


Two-thirds of college students (62%) are enrolled 
in career programs, the remainder are in university 
transfer program which are offered only in 
Quebec, Alberta, British Columbia and the Yukon. 


Full-time students account for 62% of all college 
enrolments. Although students over 25 years of 
age represent a growing proportion of full-time 
enrolments, about 83% of full-time students are 
under 25. The median age for full-time students is 
20 years. 


Women make up 54% of those studying full-time 
at the college level and 63% of those studying 
part-time. Women tend to concentrate in certain 
fields of study: 28% study management, 
administration or secretarial science; 23% health; 
and 14% social services and education. Men 
select different fields of study: 42% are enrolled in 
engineering and applied sciences; 18% in 
management and administration; and 7% in 
protection and correction services. 


Table 2.2 College enrolments, by registration status and sex, 1991-92 


Full-time Proportion Part-time Proportion 

enrolment of women enrolment of women 
Newfoundland 4,361 49% 180 52% 
Prince Edward Island LOZ 51% - - 
Nova Scotia 2,653 59% 219 93% 
New Brunswick 2,988 48% 48 40% 
Quebec 159,653 55% 59,336 62% 
Ontario 107,695 51% 88,629 62% 
Manitoba 3,936 57% 1,697 62% 
Saskatchewan 3,509 58% 1,027 90% 
Alberta 25,890 52% 11,418 69% 
British Columbia 29,288 52% 46,667 61% 
Yukon 262 52% 206 59% 
Northwest Territories 282 56% 356 55% 
Canada 341,619 54% 209,779 62% 


Chart 2.2 College enrolments, by registration status and program, 1991-92 


500 
400 368,348 
300 
200 
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183,050 


Thousands of students 


Career University transfer 


Note: University transfer programs are offered in Quebec, Alberta, British Columbia andYukon. 


Source: Statistics Canada, special tabulations produced for Human Resources Development Canada. 


2.3 University Enrolments 


The number of students enrolled in Canadian 
universities totalled over 890,000 in 1992-93. 
Eighty-seven percent were studying at the 
undergraduate level and 13% at the graduate level. 


Full-time students account for 64% of all 
university enrolments. These students tend to be 
young: the median age of undergraduate students 
is 21, 28 for graduate students. However, their 
part-time counterparts are older: their median age 
is 30 years for undergraduates and 34 for 
graduates. 


One of the most significant developments in higher 
education in recent decades has been the increased 
participation of women who now represent 52% of 
full-time students and 62% of part-time students. 
Women account for 54% of full-time 
undergraduate students, 46% of master’s and 35% 
of doctoral students. The proportion of women is 
even higher among part-time students, 63% of 
undergraduates, 43% of master’s and 42% of 
doctoral students. 


While women are making gains in some fields 
previously dominated by men, they are still found 
in disproportionate numbers in the fields of 
education, nursing, languages, and social services. 
Men still make up the great majority of students in 
engineering and applied sciences, and in 
mathematics and physical sciences. 


Table 2.3 University enrolment, by registration status and sex, 1992-93 
Full-time Proportion Part-time Proportion 
enrolment of women enrolment of women 
Newfoundland 15,213 55% 4,642 59% 
Prince Edward Island RDA 55% 914 68% 
Nova Scotia 29,427 53% 8,453 64% 
New Brunswick 19,110 53% Sere 67% 
Quebec 135,024 52% 122-533 61% 
Ontario 230,570 52% 108,478 62% 
Manitoba 20,576 51% Or 58% 
Saskatchewan 22,920 52% 10,254 61% 
Alberta 50,344 52% 17,929 65% 
British Columbia 45,091 51% 25,085 60% 
Canada 568,999 52% 321,012 62% 
Chart 2.3 University enrolment by registration status and level, 1992-93 
Full-time students Part-time students 
43% 
82% 
9% 
4% 
7% 47% 


Source: 


fee) Doctorate ES Others 


F1 Bachelor/First Professional Degrees 


F4 Master's 


Statistics Canada, adapted from Advance Statistics of Education 1993-94, Cat. 81-220, various tables. 


2.4 International Students in Canada 


Between 1975 and 1992, the number of 
international students studying in Canada doubled 
from 42,400 to 90,200. During the 1970s, 
numbers remained fairly static, rising rapidly in 
the early 1980s and slipping in the middle of the 
decade. The number of international students 
began to increase once again in 1987. Over this 
period, the number of international students 
enrolled at the college/trade level increased 160%, 
while university undergraduates increased only 
20% and graduate level students by 123%. 


Ontario and Quebec are the most popular 
destinations for foreign post-secondary students. 
These two provinces account for over two-thirds of 
international students enrolled in either colleges or 
universities. 


Almost three in ten international students enrolled. 
in Canadian universities are studying one of the 
disciplines of the social sciences. Engineering and 
Applied Sciences and Mathematics and Physical 
Sciences also enroll significant proportions of 
students from abroad. 


Students from Asia accounted for over four in ten 


international students in Canada in 1992. The 
largest single group were from Hong Kong, 
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representing about 28% of those at the university 
undergraduate level and one-sixth of international 
post-secondary students as a whole. 


In 1991, 23,460 Canadians were estimated to be 
studying abroad at the post-secondary level. Four 
out of five were enrolled in university or colleges 
in the United States, with smaller numbers 
studying in the United Kingdom and the countries 
of western Europe, particularly France and 
Germany. 


Table 2.4 International students in Canada, by country of origin and level of study, 1992 


Elementary/ College/ University 

Country of origin secondary trade Undergraduate Graduate Total Total 

Hong Kong ARE 2,496 6,187 402 6,589 12,818 
United States 3,733 840 1,496 1,308 2,804 tots 
Philippines 192 3,590 64 69 133 3,915 
Japan 10 2,128 ay | 255 diz 5,626 
China 331 798 448 2,019 2,967 4,096 
Taiwan 2,087 1,415 305 87 592 3,894 
United Kingdom 1,582 673 845 545 1,390 3,645 
France 366 317 1199 801 2,000 2,683 
Others 13,158 12,590 10,808 9,623 20,431 46,179 


Total 27,308 25,447 21,869 15,609 37,478 90,233 


Chart 2.4 International students in Canada, by level of study, 1975 to 1992 


100,000 


Total 
University 


80,000 
College/trade 
Elementary/ 


60,000 
secondary 


40,000 


20,000 


1975 1980 1985 1990 


Source: Statistics Canada, International Student Participation in Canadian Education 1992, Cat. 81-261, 
Tables A1 and A3. 
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3. Participation 


3.1 Participation in Post-Secondary Education 


The rate of participation in full-time post- 
secondary education among 18 to 24 year-olds 
grew rapidly between 1960 and 1975, levelled 
over the following five years, but has grown 
steadily since the early 1980s. 


Almost one in four Canadians aged 18 to 24 was 

a full-time student at the post-secondary level in 
1990. The participation rate in Quebec appears 
very high, because the twelfth year of schooling is 
provided within the post-secondary system. If first 
year Cégep students are excluded, participation in 
Quebec is similar to that in Ontario. 
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In 1989-90, over 60% of secondary school 
graduates enrolled directly in post-secondary 
institutions, compared to 44% a decade earlier. 
The proportion of female high school graduates 
enrolling directly in college or university is greater 
than that of males, 63% compared to 58%. 


Table 3.1 Secondary graduates continuing directly to post-secondary level 


College University Total 
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 
% % % % % % % % % 
1979-80 201880040207 ZOO Tee ITS 46.2 41.5 43.6 
1980-81 20-0, 20-90 20:8 24.8 21.0 22:8 45.4 41.9 43.6 
1981-82 2a eee 1602102 LOM 22 TR DA 46.9 443 45.6 
1982-83 PAN) 97S AN Ne | 27 100025608253 50.1 46.7 48.4 
1983-84 Co ae 1002360 282 26400272 51.4 50.5 50.8 
1984-85 Dire 3830 i 23.0 282227 ORS) 50:9) 73510" 9350.9 
1985-86 2500023 meee 89 28.6 28.6 28.6 SDA eet 275 
1986-87 224A P2332 8 28.8 29.8 29.3 S12 es Sal e245 | 
1987-88 2250023 A> W229 3058" 52740916 ST SSI AS 
1988-89 242 0255/0249 33,2 “334. 61339. 57.4 60.1 58.8 
1989-90 238) 25 im 24:97 3225 31-6 0020106 SD NC A O les 
Chart 3.1 Participation of 18-24 year-olds in full-time post-secondary education, 1990-91 


Participation rate 


Nfld. P.EJ. NS. NB. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Canada 


Source: Statistics Canada, special tabulations produced for Human Resources Development Canada. 


4, Get 


4.1 Diplomas, Certificates and Degrees Granted 


In 1991, over 503,000 high school, college and 
university qualifications were awarded in Canada. 
Slightly more than half of these were high school 
graduation diplomas. The remaining included 
over 83,000 college diplomas and certificates, and 
almost 160,000 university qualifications. 


Undergraduate degrees account for approximately 
71% of the university level qualifications 
conferred, Master’s degrees for 12%, Doctorates 
for 2% and diplomas and certificates for 15%. 


Between 1981 and 1991, the number of university 
level certificates and diplomas awarded increased 
by 42%. Most of this growth occurred in the 
province of Quebec, where diplomas and 
certificates represent over one-third of university 
qualifications granted. 
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Over the same time period, the number of 
doctorates granted increased by 41%, the number 
of Master’s degrees by 38% and the number of 
undergraduate degrees by 33%. College diplomas 
and certificates awarded rose by 19% over the 
period, with most of the growth occuring in the 
early 1980s. 


Table 4.1 Diplomas and degrees granted in 1991, by level and province 


Se aE Nr oc ll cs re Se mee 


University 
High Community Undergraduate diplomas and 
school* college* degrees Master's Doctorates certificates 
Newfoundland 1,327 969 2,249 202 27 79 
Prince Edward Island 1,502 499 405 =) - 52 
Nova Scotia 9533 1,041 5,324 841 79 703 
New Brunswick 9,588 1,031 2,901 325 17 316 
Quebec 58,963 38,854 27,244 5,298 792 18,468 
Ontario 101,328 24,472 49,620 7,685 1,259 1,909 
Manitoba 11,906 1,729 4,980 458 79 271 
Saskatchewan 10,740 als 4 117 370 69 1,011 
Alberta 22,452 8,070 9,267 1,295 319 408 
British Columbia 26,990 5,094 8,754 1,510 306 778 
Northwest Territories 204 13 - ~ ~ - 
Yukon 174 33 - - - - 
Canada 260,507 83,180 114,861 17,989 2,947 23,995 
* Data are those of the 1990-91 school year 
Chart 4.1 Post-secondary diplomas and degrees granted to women in 1981 and 1991 
75% 
Eu 1981 
50% eee? 


‘allege career Undergraduate Master's 


programs 
Source: Statistics Canada, Education in Canada 1991-92 and 1968, Cat. 81-229, adapted from various tables. 


4.2 College Graduates 


The number of college diplomas and certificates 
granted almost doubled over the last two decades. 
In 1991, 58,000 diplomas and certificates were 
awarded in career programs, compared to 32,000 
twenty years earlier, and 25,000 were awarded in 
university transfer programs, compared to 11,000 
in 1991 


Three-quarters of the graduates of college career 
programs earned their qualifications in the fields of 
business, applied sciences and health sciences. 
However, the distribution of males and females by 
field of study differs substantially. 


Forty-one percent of male graduates had studied 
engineering and applied sciences, and 12% social 
sciences and social services. Among female 
graduates, 28% had chosen to study the health 
sciences, and 22% the social sciences and social 
services. Business and commerce was a popular 
choice with both male (22%) and female (30%) 
graduates. 
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Table 4.2 Fields of study of college career program graduates in 1990-91 


oo 


Male _____Female I AE 
Arts 1,926 8% 2,935 8% 4,861 8% 
Arts and sciences 102 - 206 1% 308 1% 
Business and commerce 5,146 22% 10,343 30% 15,489 27% 
Engineering and applied sciences RE 41% 2115 6% 11,884 20% 
Health sciences 1,838 8% 9,760 28% 11,598 20% 
Humanities 240 1% 696 2% 936 2% 
Natural sciences and primary industry 1,834 8% 942 3% 2.796 5% 
Social sciences and services 2,818 12% TS 22% 10,329 18% 
Not reported Lt - 74 - 145 - 
Total 23,746 100% 34,580 100% 58,326 100% 
- Less than 1% 
Chart 4.2 College diplomas and certificates granted, by program, 1970-71 to 1990-91 


100,000 


University 


81,761 transfer 


eer. Career 


programs 


60,000 
40,000 


20,000 


1970-71 1975-76 1980-81 1985-86 1990-91 
Note: University transfer programs are offered in Quebec, Alberta, British Columbia and Yukon. 


Source: Statistics Canada, adapted from Education in Canada, Cat. 81-229, various tables. 


4,3 University Graduates 


In 1991, almost 136,000 university degrees were 
awarded in Canada. Of this number, 85% were 
bachelor’s or first professional degrees (such as 
law or medicine), 13% were master’s degrees and 
2% were doctorates. More than two-thirds of 
bachelor’s and first professional degrees are 
granted in the fields of social sciences, education 
or the humanities. These three fields also 
accounted for 70% of the degrees awarded at the 
master’s level. 


The proportion of degrees awarded to women has 
increased steadily. Women are now granted more 
than half the degrees at the undergraduate level 
and close to half at the master’s level. Women 
have also increased their representation at the 
Ph.D. level, especially in the fields of education, 
fine and applied arts and the humanities. 
However, in the fields of engineering and applied 
sciences and mathematics and physical sciences 
women form only small minorities of degree 
recipients. 
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The number of degrees granted increased by 36% 
between 1981 and 1991, although the proportion 
conferred at the undergraduate, master’s and 
doctoral levels remained the same. The greatest 
proportionate increases in degrees awarded have 
been in the fields of social sciences and 
humanities. 


Table 4.3 Fields of study of university degrees and proportion granted to women, 1991 


Undergraduate Master's Doctorates 
Granted Granted Granted 
Number to women Number to women Number to women 
Agriculture and biological sciences 7,283 57% 840 50% 384 29% 
Education 19,949 70% 3,243 66% 300 53% 
Engineering and applied sciences 7,973 13% 1,834 14% 441 9% 
Fine and applied arts cop? 68% 386 59% 25 48% 
Health professions 7,548 71% 1,065 69% 296 36% 
Humanities 14,805 64% 2,342 56% 350 46% 
Mathematics and physical sciences 6,376 29% 1477 25% 592 17% 
Social sciences 44,320 55% 7,050 44% 569 41% 
Not reported 3,075 65% 52 58% 30 47% 
Total 114,861 56% 17,989 47% 2,947 32% 


Chart 4.3 Fields of study of university degrees granted in 1981 and 1991 
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RER on Engineering Fine and Health Humanities Mathematics Social 
and biological and applied applied arts professions and physical sciences 
sciences sciences sciences 


Source: Statistics Canada, adapted from Education in Canada, 1986 and 1991-92, Cat. 81-229, various tables. 


5. Institutions and Teachers 


5.1 Post-Secondary Institutions and Teachers 


There are 69 universities in Canada, and 203 
college-level institutions. Ontario, with 22, is the 
province with the largest number of universities, 
followed by Nova Scotia with 12. Eighty-nine of 
the college-level institutions are in the province of 
Quebec, but almost half of that number are 
relatively small, accounting together for only 15% 
of college enrolments in that province. 


The number of full-time post-secondary teachers 
has increased more than five-fold since 1960, 
from 11,900 to 62,400 in 1990. Males greatly 
outnumber females among post-secondary faculty. 
At the college level, 15,200 full-time teachers are 
male compared to 9,800 female. At the university 
level, 29,900 full-time faculty are male and only 
7,600 are female. Women are more likely to hold 
part-time teaching appointments at the universities, 
representing 40% of part-time teaching staff and 
only 20% of full-time teaching staff. 
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Women are concentrated at the lower ranks of full- 
time university faculty. They account for less than 
8% of full professors, 20% of associate 
professors, 33% of assistant professors, and 45% 
of those at ranks below assistant professor. 
Women at levels below full professor are less 
likely than their male counterparts to have earned 
a doctorate. 


Table 5.1 Full-time teaching staff at post-secondary institutions, 1960 to 1990 


1960 1970 

College 4,100 12,000 
University 6,455 24,612 
Full professor 1,622 4,843 
Associate professor 1,462 6,470 
Assistant professor 1,973 8,977 
Other ranks 1,398 4322 
Total 10,555 36,612 

Chart 5.1 Full-time university teachers, by rank, 1990 
Male Faculty Female Faculty 
12,693 2,488 


1980 
21962 


33299 
9,804 
12550 
13607 
3,516 


55,261 


1990 
24,950 


37,421 
13,740 
122705 
8,004 
2,974 


62,371 


[_] Full professor 
ES] Associate professor 


EM Assistant professor 


[4 Other ranks 


Sources: Statistics Canada, Teachers in Universities 1990-91, Cat. 81-241, Table 1; and 
Advance Statistics of Education, 1993-94, Cat. 81-220, Table 3. 
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6. Level of Schooling among the Canadian Population __ a 


6.1 Educational Attainment of Canadians 


The average number of years of schooling 
completed by Canadians has increased steadily 
over the past thirty years. In 1961, on average, 
adults aged 15 years and older had 9.6 years of 
schooling. By 1991, adults averaged 12.1 years 
of formal education. Younger Canadians, aged 
25-44, had made even larger relative gains, 
averaging 3.2 years more education than their 
counterparts thirty years earlier. 


In 1961, less than one Canadian in ten had 
continued their education beyond secondary 
school, while by 1991 almost half had reached the 
post-secondary level. The number of Canadians 
having only an elementary education decreased 
from 44% to 10%. Again, it was those aged 
25-44 who benefited most from rising levels of 
attainment, the proportion with less than grade 9 
education dropped from eight in twenty to only 
one in twenty by 1991. 
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The proportion of post-secondary graduates also 
continues to increase. In 1991, 46% of all adults 
aged 15 years and over had completed post- 
secondary qualifications, up from 6% thirty years 
ago. In 1991, 2.9 million adults held university 
certificates or degrees and 4.8 million held non- 
university certificates or diplomas. 


Over the past thirty years, the educational gap 
between men and women has narrowed. In 1961, 
men were twice as likely as women to have 
advanced to the post-secondary level, but by 1991 
47% of men and 46% of women had studied at 
college or university. Men are still slightly more 
likely to be post-secondary graduates. In 1991 
they held 52% of non-university and 53% of 
university level qualifications. 


Table 6.1 Average years of schooling of Canadians 15 years and older, by age group and sex 


1961 1971 1981 1991 
Age M FT M PF T M  F T M  F qe 
15 and older 9:3%,19;8.9.6 10:50" 11.0 119 4208120 bo LO i 
25-44 225) 1008100 10:92#1:0 11.0 12.692 0713.0 13734 13108182 
45-64 8.9 90 8.9 5. 9.7 2935 1004-3110" LO LES RL ETATS 


Chart 6.1 Highest level of schooling attained by Canadians aged 15 to 64 years old 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, adapted from Census 1991 - Educational Attainment and School Attendance, Cat. 93-328, 
Table 6; Historical tables for census education data, Cat. 13-579, Table 4; and special tabulations, 
produced for the former Department of the Secretary of State of Canada. 
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6.2 Labour Force Participation and Education 


In March 1993, approximately 13.8 million 
Canadians were employed or looking for work. 
Twenty-four percent of the labour force had not 
completed high school, 23% were high school 
graduates and 53% had post-secondary education. 


Labour force participation increases with the level 
of educational attainment: less than one-third of 
Canadians with an elementary education are in the 
labour force compared to 71% of secondary school 
graduates, 78% of post-secondary diploma or 
certificate holders and 84% of university degree 
holders. 


Members of the labour force with post-secondary 
qualifications have a significantly lower incidence 
of joblessness. With a national unemployment rate 
of 12.3% in March of 1993, only 5.3% of 
university graduates were looking for work, 
compared to 10.4% of other post-secondary 
graduates, to 11.9% of trade diploma and 
certificate holders, to 12.6% of high school 
graduates. Unemployment was much higher 
among those who had not graduated from high 
school - over 19% of them were jobless. 
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Younger workers aged 15 to 24 generally have 
higher levels of unemployment than older workers. 
However, post-secondary qualifications still 
provide them with a relative advantage in the 
labour market. Compared to an overall 
unemployment rate of 19.5% among 15 to 24 
year-olds, only 9.7% of those with a university 
degree were jobless. 


Table 6.2 Unemployment rates for selected age groups by educational attainment, 
March 1983 and 1993 


oe —.—....—.  ——_—_—_———_ __——  ——— 


Less Graduated Some Post-secondary 
than Some from high post- certificate University 
Grade 9 secondary school secondary or diploma degree Total 
Aged 15-24 % % % % % % % 
1993 30.7 26.1 19.4 1877 15.0 9.7 19.5 
1983 37.4 26.0 = - 16.9 14.2 9.6 23.4 
All ages 
1993 19.1 192 12.6 11.9 10.4 353 12:35 
1983 ides! 16:7 ee - 12.3 92 4.7 13.9 


* Also includes those who have graduated from high school 


Chart 6.2 Participation in the labour force by educational attainment, March 1983 and 1993 
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Source: Statistics Canada, The Labour Force, March 1983 and 1993, Cat. 71-001, Table 5. 25 


7. Expenditures on Education 


7.1 The Cost of Education and Training 


In 1992-93, expenditures on education and training 
in Canada were estimated at $55.3 billion. Almost 
two-thirds (63%) of that amount were spent in 
support of elementary and secondary education, 
27% on post-secondary education and slightly over 
9% on vocational training. 


Governments together provided 90% of the funds 
for education and training, with provincial and 
territorial governments contributing almost half 
(47%) of direct financing. 
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Of the $15.3 billion allocated to post-secondary 
education, $4.1 billion were spent in the college 
sector and $11.2 billion in the university sector. 
Provincial and territorial governments provided 
71% of direct support to post-secondary education, 
while the federal government contributed 13%. 
However, the principal portion of federal support 
to post-secondary education (about $6 billion) is 
provided indirectly, through intergovernmental 
transfers under the Established Programs 
Financing (EPF) arrangements. 


Chart 7.1 The cost of education and training in Canada, sources and expenditures, 1992-93 (estimates) 


Sources: 


Provincial/territorial Federal Local Non-government 
governments government ! governments sources 2 


\ i 


1992-93 
Total Education Support: 


55.3 billion dollars 


Elementary/secondary University College Ft 


Note : 
1 Federal support consists of fiscal transfers to provinces and territories for post-secondary education and 
official languages in education; funding for university research; financial assistance for students; and costs 


for federal responsibilities and programs. 
2 Non-government sources include student fees, donations and investment income. 


3 Vocational training expenditures cover trade/vocational programs offered by public and private schools, 
community colleges and institutes of technology, as well as federal and provincial training expenditures. 


Source : Statistics Canada, adapted from Advance Statistics of Education 1993-94, Cat. 81-210, Tables 11 and 13. 27 


7.2 Expenditures on Post-Secondary Education 


The last four decades have witnessed considerable 
expansion in the amount of financial support given 
to education in Canada. Current levels of 
spending are 121 times higher than they were at 
the beginning of the 1950s. Expenditures on 
education totalled almost $53 billion in 1991-92, 
compared to nearly $439 million in 1950-51. 


Of the $14.8 billion allocated to higher education 
in 1991-92, $3.9 billion were spent in the college 
sector and $11.0 billion in the university sector. 
When converted in 1986 constant dollars to adjust 
for inflation, expenditures on post-secondary 
education are now 21 times greater than they were 
in 1950-51. 


College expenditures increased most rapidly during 
the period between the mid-1960s and mid-1970s 
while university expenditures increased most 
rapidly during the 1960s. Following a period of 
stagnation during the late 1970s, expenditures on 
post-secondary education have risen annually 

since 1981. 


The majority of funding for education in Canada is 
contributed by federal, provincial and local 
governments, which together have provided about 
90% of funds directed towards education. 
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During the period since 1950, the bulk of funding 
for education has shifted from local governments 
to the provincial governments. The provincial 
share of funding has grown from 39% to 59%, 
while the share of funding borne by local 
governments has decreased by more than half, 
from 45% to 21%. 


Table 7.2 Expenditures on education, 1950-51 to 1991-92 (current dollars) 
1950-51* 1961-62 1971-72 1981-82 1991-92 
Level of education (thousands of dollars) 
Elementary-secondary 359,124 1,499,459 5,389,256 16,777,830 33,554,379 
College 11,600 58,428 530,023 2,150,284 3,885,214 
University 55,247 310,629 1,864,517 4,980,095 10,965,656 
Vocational training 12,780 62155 565,909 1,517,499 4,513,702 
Total expenditure 438,751 1,930,671 8,349,705 25,425,708 52,918,951 
Source of funds 
Federal government 5% 8% 11% 9% 10% 
Provincial governments 39% 44% 60% 67% 59% 
Local governments 45% 36% 21% 17% 21% 
Others 11% 12% 9% 8% 10% 


* Data for 1951-52 are not available. 


Chart 7.2 Expenditures on post-secondary education, 1950-51 to 1991-92 (1986 constant dollars) 
14 — = 
12 Ed Total Billions of constant 1986 dollars $12.4 B 
10 [En] University $9.1B 
8 + | M College 
6 
4 $3.2B 
2 


1950-51 1960-61 1970-71 1980-81 1990-91 
* Converted using the Government Total Expenditures Index (1986=100) which includes capital investment 
and expenditures for goods and services. 


Source: Statistics Canada, adapted from Financial Statistics of Education, Cat. 81-208, various editions and tables. 
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7.3 University Income and Expenditures 


Canadian universities had a total income of $10.7 
billion in 1991-92, approximately double that of 
1981-82 ($4.9 billion). The major direct source of 
funds to universities are provincial governments, 
which supplied 57% of university funds through 
grants or contracts. Student fees (13%) and 
federal government grants and contributions (9%) 
are also important sources of income for 
universities. 


The percentage distribution of sources of 
university revenue has changed over the last 
decade, with provincial government grants 
decreasing from 64% to 57% of operating income, 
and tuition fees accounting for an larger share of 
the total, growing from 10% to 13%. 
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Operating expenditures for Canadian universities 
exceeded $7 billion in 1991-92. Two-thirds of 
university spending is allocated to instruction 
costs; 11% to physical plant maintenance and 
operations; 10% to administration; 6% to libraries 
and the purchase of books and periodicals and 4% 
to central computing facilities. 


Table 7.3 Total income and operating expenditures of universities, 1991-92 


Source of income $'000 D Operating expenditures $'000 % 
Federal government 995,920 9% Instruction 4,651,190 66% 
Provincial governments 6,121,676 57% Physical plant 798,588 11% 
Fees 1,386,050 13% Administration 674,566 10% 
Gifts 782,069 71% Library 442,218 6% 
Investment income 19 05€ 3% Computing 265,628 4% 
Other sources 1,067,898 10% Student services 233,586 3% 

Total income 10,669,544 100% Total operating expenditures 7,065,776 100% 

Chart 7.3 Percentage distribution of total university income, by sources of funds, 1981-82 and 1991-92 
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Sources: Statistics Canada, University Finance Trend Analysis, cat. 81-260, Tables Al, A2 and A10. 
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8. International Comparisons 


8.1 Post-Secondary Enrolments 


Participation in post-secondary education is 
increasing world wide. The number of post- 
secondary students has grown by 40% over the 
last decade, from 45.7 million in 1980 to 63.8 
million in 1990. 


Canada, with 26.6 million inhabitants, represents 
about 0.5% of the world population but, with 
1.3 million post-secondary students, accounts for 
2.2% of the world post-secondary student 
population. 


With 5,125 post-secondary students per 100,000 
inhabitants, Canada ranks second only to the 
United States in the proportion of its population 
enrolled in post-secondary education. Both 
countries have nearly twice as many post- 
secondary students, relative to the size of their 
populations, as most other developed countries. 
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Participation in post-secondary education as a 
proportion of the 20 to 24 year-old population is 
much higher in Canada (69.8%) and the United 
States (70.3%) than in most other developed 
countries. However, it should be noted that these 
rates are calculated by relating all enrolments, 
regardless of the age of students, to the 20 to 24 
year-old population. In Canada and the United 
States, participation in post-secondary education is 
high not only among 20 to 24 year-olds but also 
among those who are 25 years of age or older. In 
1990, these older students represented 44% of all 
enrolments in American institutions of higher 
education and 46% of those in Canadian 
universities. 


Table 8.1 Post-secondary enrolment* in selected countries, 1990 
I 


PSE Per 100,000 As a % of Population 

enrolments inhabitants 20-24 year-olds (millions) 

Australia 485,075 2513 35% VAS 
Canada 1,359,208 3,125 70% 26.6 
France 1,698,938 3,026 40% DO 
Germany (former FRG)** 1719762 2,810 33% 64.0 
Japan** 2,683,035 2,184 31% 12325 
Korea 1,691,429 3,953 39% 42.8 
Mexico 1,310,835 1,480 14% 86.2 
Sweden 192,596 2,281 33% 8.6 
United Kingdom** 174792 2,063 25% 57.4 
United States 13,975,408 5,608 70% 249.9 
World Total 63,820,000 LE N.A. 5,247.9 


Chart 8.1 Post-secondary enrolment* per 100,000 inhabitants in selected countries, 1990 


Canada 
United States REE ee 
1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 
*Full-time and part-time enrolment ** 1989 data 


Source: | UNESCO, Statistical Yearbook 1992, adapted from Tables 1.1, 3:29 lande 17 


8.2 Public Expenditures on Education 


In 1991, education expenditure represented on 
average 6.1% of GDP in OECD countries. 

Canada (7.4%) and the United States (7.0%) were 
the only OECD countries to allocate 7% or more 
of their GDP to education. At the post-secondary 
level, Canada spent 2.6% of GDP, followed by the 
United States (2.4%) and Australia (2.0%). The 
typical OECD country allocated 1.5% of its GDP 
to support post-secondary education. 


In Canada, as in half of the OECD countries, over 
90% of education funding comes from public 
sources. On average, 88% of education 
expenditures in OECD countries are funded from 
public sources. By comparison, public funding 
represented 79% of education expenditures in the 
United States, 74% in the former Federal Republic 
of Germany and 73% in Japan. 


In terms of expenditures per student* for all levels 
of education, Canada ranks third ($6,191) behind 
Switzerland ($6,815) and the United States 
($6,593). Expenditures per post-secondary student 
exceed $10,000 in Switzerland ($14,682), the 
United States ($13,639), Australia ($10,934) and 
Canada ($10,415), substantially more than the 
$7,801 per post-secondary student spent on 
average in OECD countries. 
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Canada is the OECD country that devotes the 
greatest proportion of its public expenditures 
(4.6%) to post-secondary education. It is followed 
by Australia (4.3%) and the United States (3.6%). 
The average OECD country allocates 2.6% of 
public expenditures to post-secondary education. 
Public spending on post-secondary education 
represents one-third of total expenditures on 
education in Canada, a high proportion compared 
to the OECD average of 22%. 


* Expressed in U.S. dollars converted using the OECD 
purchasing-power-parity exchange rate. 


Table 8.2 Expenditures on education in selected OECD countries, 1991 


Education expenditures Education expenditures % of public expenditures 
as a % of GDP per student** allocated to education 

All levels Post-secondary All levels Post-secondary All levels Post-secondary 
Australia 2) 2.0 3,663 10,934 12.6 4.3 
Canada 7.4 2,6 6,191 10,415 13.8 4.6 
France 6.0 ~ 4,319 5,871 10.6 - 
Germany (former FRG) 5.4 0.9 5,588 6,322 8.0 1.8 
Japan 5.0 0.9 4,203 VS 70 11.4 je 
Sweden (oe) 12 6,151 8,548 10.4 io 
Switzerland Se ee eee OSSI 14,682 * 150 3.4 
United Kingdom eat LOT 4,268 * 9 621, * 125 2.4 
United States 720 2.4 6,593 13,639 14.7 3.6 
OECD mean 6.1 15 4,761 7,801 Lis 2.6 
*Education expenditures from public sources only ** In U.S. dollars converted using the OECD purchasing-power-parity exchange rate 


Chart 8.2 Expenditures on education in selected OECD countries, by source of funds, 1991 
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Source: OECD, Education at a Glance - OECD Indicators, 1993 edition, from indicators P1, P2 and P6. 35 


8.3 Educational Attainment 


The educational attainment of the Canadian 
population compares favourably with that of other 
OECD countries. Only in Canada, the United 
States, Switzerland, Germany and Norway have 
three-quarters or more of the population aged 25 
to 64 years old completed a secondary level 
education. 


Canada ranks first in the proportion of its 
population with some post-secondary education 
(40%). The only other OECD countries where 
more than 30% of the adult population has attained 
such a level of education are the United States 
(36%) and Australia (31%). Canada ranks second 
only to the United States in the proportion of its 
population with a university education - 17% of 
Canadians have studied at university compared to 
24% of Americans. 


In all OECD countries, young adults have more 
education than older adults. On average, 66% of 
those aged 25 to 34 have completed a secondary 
level education compared to 38% of those 55 to 64 
years old. Compared to the populations of other 
OECD countries, the proportion of the Canadian 
population that has completed at least a high 
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school education is much larger in every age 
group, ranging from 86% of those aged 25 to 34 
years old to 54% of those aged 55 to 64 years old. 


Table 8.3 Educational attainment of the population in selected OECD countries, 1991 


————————————————————————————————"————————— 


Highest level of schooling of Proportion of the population who have completed 
population 25 to 64 years old a secondary level education, by age group 
Secondary not Completed With post- 25 to 34 35 to 44 45 to 54 55 to 64 
completed secondary secondary years old years old years old years old 
D % % % % % D 
Australia 46 2: Sul 64 62 54 40 
Canada 24 36 40 86 82 68 54 
France 49 35 15 66 56 45 oe 
Germany (unified) 18 60 22 88 86 79 67 
Norway 21 54 25 88 83 75 61 
Sweden 53 44 25 85 72 61 45 
Switzerland 19 60 20 88 84 17 69 
United Kingdom 2 49 16 79 69 58 48 
United States 17 47 36 86 88 81 12 
OECD mean 45 36 19 66 39 49 38 


Chart 8.3 Proportion of the population 25 to 64 years old with university education in selected 
OECD countries, 1991 
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Source: OECD, Education at a Glance - OECD Indicators, 1993 edition, adapted from indicators C1, C2 and Table S3. 37 


8.4 Research and Development 


Most major industrialized countries spend more on 
research and develoment than Canada. In 1991, 
half of OECD countries spent 1.50% or more of 
their GDP on research and development. In 
Canada, these expenditures accounted for 1.46% 
of the GDP, about half the proportion in countries 
such as Japan (3.04%), Switzerland (2.86%), the 
United States (2.78%) and Germany (2.58%). 


Government financed 45% of Canadian 
expenditures for R&D, a smaller proportion than 
the governments of Australia (54%), France (49%) 
and the United States (47%), but considerably 
more than Japan (19%), Switzerland (23%), 
Germany (37%) and Sweden (38%). 


Industry in Canada (41%) and Australia (42%) 
finance similar proportions of research, situating 
both in the bottom third of OECD countries. In 
Switzerland (75%), Japan (73%) and Germany 
(60%), the majority of research and development 
is funded by industry. 
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Table 8.4 Gross Domestic Expenditures on R&D (GERD) in selected OECD countries, 1991 
TO M ITR RTE 


Expenditures in Proportion of R&D financed by 

U.S. dollars per capita government industry 
Australia (1988) $191 54% 42% 
Canada $280 45% 41% 
France $441 49% 43% 
Germany (unified) $436 37% 60% 
Japan $581 19% 73% 
Sweden $425 36700 58% * 
Switzerland (1989) $575 23% 715% 
United Kingdom (1990) $351 36% 50% 
United States $611 47% 51% 


* 1989 data 


Chart 8.4 Gross Domestic Expenditures on R&D as a percentage of GDP in selected OECD countries, 1991 
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Source: OECD, Main Science and Technology Indicators 1993, various tables. 39 


9. Adult Education and Training 


9.1 Participation in Adult Education and Training 


In 1991, more than one Canadian adult in four 
participated in some form of organised education 
or training activity, excluding full-time formal 
education programs. This represents more than 
5.5 million adults 17 years of age and older. 


Participation was lower in the eastern provinces 
and highest in Alberta. Other provincial 
participation rates were close to the national 
average of 27%. 


Over one-third of all adults between the ages of 17 
and 45 and one-quarter of those 45 to 54 took part 
in adult education and training. However, 
participation declined sharply for those 55 and 
older, less than 10% of them engaged in such 
activities. Regardless of age, women are more 
likely to participate in adult education and training 
than men. 
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Participation in adult education and training rises 
steadily with educational attainment; more than 
50% of university graduates engaged in education 
or training activities in 1991 compared to 5% of 
those with less than grade 9 education. Women 
with post-secondary education are more likely than 
men to take part in adult education and training. 
For all other levels, the participation rates of men 
and women are similar. 


Table 9.1 Participation in adult education and training, by age and education attainment, 1991 


Participants ('000) Participation rate 
Age group Male Female Total Male Female Total 
17-24 468 540 1,008 31% 37% 34% 
25-34 784 883 1,668 34% 38% 36% 
35-44 740 800 1,540 35% 37% 36% 
45-54 391 425 816 26% 28% 27% 
So 197 275 472 8% 10% 9% 
Education attainment 
Less than 9 years of schooling 64 69 155 5% 5% 5% 
Secondary not completed 342 333 674 16% 15% 16% 
Graduated from high school 519 700 12215 27% 28% 28% 
Some post-secondary 301 362 663 33% 40% 36% 
Post-secondary diploma or certificate 724 880 1,605 32% 38% 35% 
University degree 635 579 1,214 48% 54% 51% 
Total 2,581 2,923 5,504 26% 28% 27% 
Chart 9.1 Participation in adult education and training, by province, 1991 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 1992 Adult Education and Training Survey, special tabulations. 


9.2 Adult Education and Training, Labour Force Status and Income 


In 1991, one in five Canadians undertook 
education and training activities for job-related 
reasons. This is twice the number of those who 
did so for personal reasons. 


Those with higher incomes tend to participate 
more in adult education and training. Half of 
those reporting incomes of $40,000 or more took 
part in such activities compared to one-fifth of 
those with incomes of less than $20,000. There 
are substantial differences between the 
participation of men and women within income 
groups with the exception of those earning less 
than $10,000. In all other income groups, the 
proportion of women participating is greater than 
that of men. 
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Table 9.2 Participation in adult education and training, by income and reason for 


for participating, 1991 
SE 


Participation rate 


Annual income Male Female Total 
Less than $10,000 20% 21% 21% 
10,000 - 19,999 15% 27% 22% 
20,000 - 29,999 24% 46% 35% 
30,000 - 39,999 35% 53% 41% 
40,000 - 49,999 47% 59% 50% 
$50,000 or more 52% 61% 54% 

Reasons for participating 
Job-related 21% 19% 20% 
Personal 7% 13% 10% 

Chart 9.2 Participation in adult education and training, by income, 1991 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 1992 Adult Education and Training Survey, special tabulations. 


9.3 Participation of the Labour Force in Adult Education and Training 


People who are employed are much more likely to 
engage in adult education and training. In 1991, 
37% of those who had a job participated in such 
activities, compared to 21% of the unemployed 
and 12% of those not in the labour force. 


Half of the workers employed in the public sector 
took part in education and training activities in 
1991 compared to 32% of those working in the 
private sector. 


Rates of participation in adult education and 
training vary substantially among industries. In 
1991, participation was highest for those working 
in utilities (61%); public administration (54%); 
education, health and welfare (48%); and in 
finance, insurance and real estate (47%). It was 
lower for those working in transportation and 
communication (37%); business, personal and 
miscellaneous services (32%); manufacturing 
(30%); trade (29%) and construction (23%). 
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Among white collar workers, those employed in 
managerial and professional occupations (50%) 
have higher participation rates than those working 
in clerical, sales and service occupations (32%). 
The lowest rate was among blue collar workers 
where fewer than one in four participated in 
education or training activities. 


Table 9.3 Participation of the labour force in adult education and training, 1991 


Participation rate 


Labour force status Male Female Total 
Employed 34% 40% 37% 
Unemployed 18% 24% 21% 
Not in the labour force 10% 13% 12% 

Employer type 
Private sector 30% 34% 32% 
Public sector 47% 52% 50% 

Occupation type 
Managerial and professional 47% 53% 50% 
Clerical, sales and services 29% 34% 32% 
Blue collar 24% 20% 23% 

All individuals in the labour force 32% 39% 35% 

Chart 9.3 Participation of employed workers in adult education and training, by industry, 1991 


Construction 3 4 23% 

Commerce and trade Rae | 29% 

Manufacturing 

Business, personal and misc. services 

Transportation and communication [jig ee) 37% 
Finance EEE 47% 

Education, health and welfare (a 48% 

Public administration ER 54% 

Utilities 

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 


Source: Statistics Canada, 1992 Adult Education and Training Survey, special tabulations. 


9.4 Fields of Study in Adult Education and Training 


Canadians participated in some 8.7 million adult 
education and training activities in 1991. Over 
6 million of these activities were undertaken for 
job-related reasons and 2.6 million for personal 
reasons. 


People who participate in adult education and 
training for job-related reasons select different 
fields of study than those who do so for personal 
reasons. The more popular job-related fields of 
study include business (represents 20% of 
education and training activities undertaken for 
job-related reasons); engineering, applied science 
technology and trade (20%); and health 
professions, science and technology (14%). Those 
who study for personal reasons tend to opt for 
training in recreational activities (25%) and fine 
and applied arts (22%). 


Although adults participate in a variety of courses 
and programs, the top ten fields of study account 
for nearly 30% of all education and training 
activities undertaken in 1991. The most popular 
subjects are informatics; sports, outdoors 
recreation and fitness; business administration; 
industrial health medicine and hygiene; retailing 
and sales; and in emergency paramedical 
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technology. Also popular are courses leading to 
high school credits and those to learn a second 
language. 


The average duration of adult education and 
training activities was 63 hours. The duration of 
courses and training that were part of a program 
tended to be longer for participants who were 
funded by an employer, an average of 254 hours 
compared to 171 hours for those who did not 
benefit from employer support. The duration of 
courses and training activities that were not part of 
a program tended to be much shorter, an average 
of 26 hours for employer supported courses and 
training and 54 hours for those not funded by an 
employer. 


Table 9.4 Adult education and training by major field of study and reason for participation, 1991 


Education or training activities undertaken for 


Major Fields of Study Job-related reasons Personal reasons Total 
Business 27% 4% 20% 
Engineering, applied sciences and trades 20% 6% 16% 
Health professions, sciences and technologies 14% 4% 11% 
Fine and applied arts 2% 22% 8% 
Recreational activities : 25% 8% 
Education 8% 6% 7% 
Language, humanities and related fields 6% 9% 7% 
Social sciences and related fields 6% 3% 5% 
Others 17% 21% 18% 
All Adult Education Activities (000) 6,040 2,636 8,676 
Chart 9.4 Top fields of study in adult education and training in 1991 
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Source: Statistics Canada, 1992 Adult Education and Training Survey, special tabulations. 


9.5 Barriers to Participation in Adult Education and Training 


Among the many reasons why Canadians cannot 
participate in adult education and training, the 
most common deterrent is lack of time. Two out 
of five Canadians would have liked to participate 
in adult education and training in 1991 but lacked 
the time to do so. The non-availability of courses 
and programs and the cost of education or training 
were also important barriers to participation in 
adult education and training. 


Barriers to participation in education and training 
differ for the employed and the unemployed. 

Time constraints are the most serious barriers for 
employed workers - two out of five lacked the 
time to participate in any education or training in 
1991, while nearly half of those who had 
participated but would have liked to engage in 
further education or training felt constrained 
through lack of time. Among the unemployed, the 
non-availability of courses and programs as well as 
financial reasons were the more serious deterrents 
to their participation; time constraints were among 
their least important barriers. 
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Table 9.5 Barriers to adult education, by labour force status, 1991 
PR TR A ee ee Sn 5 


Respondents who Participated in Respondents who did not Participate 
Educational Activities in 1991 in Educational Activities in 1991 
Employed Unemployed or out Employed Unemployed or out 
Barriers to Education of Labour Force of Labour Force 
Too busy 46% ao 38% 13% * 
Program or course not offered 27% La 28% 31% 
Financial reasons 28% ds 25% 40% 
Family responsibilities 8% ay 9% 11% 
Other reasons 20% a 22% 30% 
* Data subject to large sampling error, use with caution **Sample too small for data to be published 
Chart 9.5 Barriers to adult education and training in 1991 
50% 
40% 
30% 
20% 
10% 
Too busy Program or Financial Family | Other 
course not reasons responsibilities 
offered 


* Data subject to large sampling error, use with caution 
Source: Statistics Canada, 1992 Adult Education and Training Survey, special tabulations. 
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Statistics Canada Publications 


Statistics Canada publications may be purchased 
from local authorized agents and other community 
bookstores, through the local Statistics Canada 
offices, or by mail order to: 


Marketing Division 

Sales and Service 

Statistics Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A OT6 

1 (613) 951-7277 

Facsimile Number 1 (613) 951-1584 


Toronto 
Credit card only 953-8018 
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61 Sparks Street 
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